Distribution of keratin protein in normal prostate and prostatic tumors. An immunohistochemical study.
Fifty cases (20 cases of benign hyperplasia, 30 cases of adenocarcinoma) of prostatic tissues were studied for expression of keratin. The basal cells were strongly and continuously positive in normal prostatic glands and in benign prostatic hyperplasia. The secretory cells and carcinoma cells were negative. The basal cells remained partially in intra-ductal carcinoma, revealing keratin positive cells in a spotty pattern. These findings may be useful in differential diagnosis between benign prostatic hyperplasia and carcinoma of the prostate.